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School nurse supervision legislation
• Clarifies what acts are considered registered nurse practice to be solely determined and carried out by a licensed registered 

nurse as defined by Washington law – such as administration of medication as required by a treatment order, and summoning 
emergency medical assistance.

• Does not prohibit a non-nurse from supervising a licensed registered nurse in a school on matters other than the practice of 
nursing – such as matters of administration and terms and conditions of employment.

Legislation is needed to assure safe and timely medical care in schools
National data ranks Washington state 43rd in the nation for its student: nurse ratio. Registered nurses in Washington schools are 
spread too thin, even as they are expected to respond quickly to increasingly complex student health needs:

• Increased numbers of students with severe allergies and chronic diseases, such as diabetes and asthma

• New state laws allow for administration of high-risk drugs, necessitating nurse assessment and oversight in medication 
administration – this includes seizure management medication, and use of stock epi-pens without an individual prescription

• Recent legislation gives non-clinically trained staff the right to refuse to be required to administer medication to children

School nurses provide care to children in a variety of ways
• Case Management: Identify mental health issues and refer families to needed resources

• Report Possible Child Abuse: Assess for child abuse and support staff in reporting possible child abuse

• Provide Necessary Medical Treatments: Insert catheters, provide tube feedings, and monitor blood sugar counts

• Disease Prevention: Monitor for required immunizations

• Direct Care: Treat ill or injured students

• Chronic Disease Management: Asthma, diabetes, seizure disorder

SNOW supports school nurses in the delivery of health services designed to improve the health and academic success of students.

For additional information, please contact Melissa Johnson at 360-280-6429 or melissa@bogardjohnson.com. 
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Assuring safe and effective 
school nurse services
Incidences of non-clinical school 
nurse supervisors interfering with 
the clinical judgment of school 
nurses have resulted in barriers to 
care that put students at risk. 


