
Medicine abuse, addiction, and overdose deaths 

are serious problems.  It’s time to get serious about 

SECURE MEDICINE  

TAKE-BACK  

FOR  

OUR COMMUNITIES 

The WA Secure Medicine Take-Back Coalition is 
organizations, agencies, and individuals working to 

protect our families and our environment  
by supporting secure medicine return programs  

and pharmaceutical stewardship policies. 
 
 

Follow-us on 
Facebook @WASecureMedTakeBack 

 
Phone: 206-499-5452 

E-mail: safemedicine@zerowastewashington.org 

Protect our Families | Protect Our Environment 

Support the  
WA Secure Drug  

Take-Back Bill  
HB 1047 

 

 

 
 

 
Got Questions? 

See our FAQs, Resources, & Data Sources  

at http://bit.ly/SecureMedTakeBack   Secure Medicine Take-Back  

is part of a comprehensive approach  

to preventing medicine abuse and poisonings  

by reducing the supply of potentially dangerous drugs. 

But only some cities and towns have secure drop boxes  

at limited locations, mostly at law enforcement offices. 

These programs are underfunded, burden local law enforcement, 

and are not meeting community needs.   

Every community in Washington State needs a  

convenient and secure medicine take-back system. 

Support the  

WA Secure Drug Take-Back Bill 

What’s the problem? Voluntary medicine take-back 

programs are piecemeal and underfunded. 

  Dedicated resources and statewide coordination are needed to: 

 Provide secure drug take-back in every community. 

 Expand to convenient pharmacy and hospital locations as  

allowed under the DEA’s Rule, issued in October 2014. 

 Relieve burdens on local law enforcement and agencies. 

 Better protect our communities by collecting more medicines! 

The estimated cost to 

manufacturers of a statewide 

program is only 0.1% of  

annual medicines sales  

of $5.7 billion. 

Pharmaceutical Industry  
Program Needed 

Manufacturers of medicines are the ones that can cover take-back  

costs in their business models. Internalizing this product safety cost to 

provide dedicated program funding. 

Other key stakeholders, like pharmacies and hospitals, contribute by 

hosting secure medicine drop boxes. 

HB 1047 is not a tax or a fee on medicines.  Manufacturers design  

their own take-back program and manage its costs. 

 

 

 

 

 

Producer Responsibility Works!   

Drug manufacturers have provided safe medicine take-back in Canada, 

Mexico, France, Spain, and other countries for years. 

This model is similar to WA’s successful E-Cycle program:   

convenient, no-cost recycling of computers and TVs provided by 

electronics manufacturers since 2009. 

Four WA counties have enacted similar local Board of Health Secure 

Medicine Return regulations — King, Snohomish, Kitsap, and Pierce.   

MED-Project, representing more than 350 drug 

manufacturers, is providing more than  

85 secure medicine drop boxes across King County. 

See our data sources & FAQs at http://bit.ly/SecureMedTakeBack   

INVEST  0.1% 
FOR  

PUBLIC SAFETY 



KEY POLICY COMPONENTS OF HB 1047 

A statewide drug take-back program for prescription and over-the-counter medicines 
shall be established, financed, and coordinated by pharmaceutical manufacturers selling 
medicines into WA.   Sec. 3, 4, 5. 
 
Convenient access to secure medicine drop boxes at pharmacies, hospitals and police 
stations in all cities and towns.  Sec. 6. 

Program must include any qualified pharmacy, hospital/clinic, or police station that volunteers to 
host a secure drop box.  All collectors participate voluntarily.   

At least 1 drop-off site provided in every city/town’s population area, plus 1 additional site for every 
20,000 residents.  For islands and areas outside population areas, drop-off sites must be provided 
at every authorized collector open to the public, unless the collector is unwilling or unqualified. 

In any areas underserved by drop-off sites, periodic collection events must be provided. 
 

Prepaid return mailers provided on request to any resident. Sec. 6. 

 
Acceptance of all medicines used in the home, both prescription and over-the-counter,  

with logical exemptions for personal care products that are regulated as drugs, like lip balm, 
toothpaste, and sunscreen.  Sec. 2. 

Both prescription and over-the-counter medicines need to be safely disposed and  limiting take-back 
to only certain types of household medications won’t work for residents or collectors.  

 
Public education and outreach on safe m edicine storage and how  to use the secure take -
back program.  Periodic awareness surveys and annual evaluation of outreach effectiveness.  Sec. 7. 

State/local agencies and organizations help promote the program.  Sec. 7. 
Robust education and convenient drop-off sites go hand-in-hand for an effective program.   

 
Secure drug handling procedures per the DEA’s Rule and all other  applicable federal & 
state laws and regulations. Sec. 5, 7. 

 
Environmentally sound disposal of collected m edicines at properly perm itted high 
temperature incineration facilities, using hazardous waste facilities when feasible.  Sec. 8. 
 
Dedicated financing for take-back from pharmaceutical manufacturers with in-kind 
contributions from DEA authorized collectors hosting secure drop boxes.  Sec. 9, 12.  

Medicine manufacturers design their own program to meet the bill’s service criteria, and manage 
costs of drop boxes, collection supplies, events, mailers, transportation, disposal, & promotion. 

No reliance on public funding that burdens taxpayers, public agencies, and law enforcement. 
 
Annual reporting and program evaluation to ensure the drug take -back program is meeting 
outreach and collection goals. Sec. 10. 
 
WA Department of Health oversight for security, safety, and compliance.  Sec. 5, 11. 
 
Local input and authority.   Sec. 5, 6, 16. 

Local health agencies, law enforcement & stakeholders have input on whether take-back services meet 
local community needs.  

Grandfathers in existing local secure medicine return ordinances that meet/exceed state program.  

Prevent Misuse & Addiction 

There’s an epidemic of prescription opioid abuse, linked to the 

heroin crisis.  Many other medicines are also abused, like 

stimulants and over-the-counter cough syrups & antihistamines. 

About 70% of people who abuse medicines get them from family 

or friends, usually for free.   

73% of teens say it’s easy to get drugs from home medicine 

cabinets.   

Prevent Poisonings & Overdoses 

26% of child poisoning deaths were caused by someone else’s over-
the-counter medicines and 32% by prescription medicines. 

415 Washington residents died from prescription opioid overdoses 
in 2015, including unintentional and intentional deaths. 

Medicines are a common cause of home poisonings and ER visits. 

Medicines need to be securely stored at home and securely disposed 
of when no longer needed. 

Prevent Pollution from Waste Medicines 

About 1/3 of medicines sold go unused for many reasons.  

Safe take-back keeps those medicines from adding to  

pharmaceutical pollution in our waterways & water supplies. 

Trash disposal is not secure for dangerous drugs.   

The DEA recommends secure medicine take-back.  

Wastewater treatment plants cannot effectively remove  

pharmaceuticals that are flushed or that come from landfill  

leachate through garbage disposal. 

SECURE MEDICINE TAKE-BACK:  Reducing Risks 
from Leftover & Expired Medicines in Our Homes 

Secure Drug Take-Back is part of a  
comprehensive approach to preventing medicine abuse  

endorsed in the National Drug Control Strategy. 

Recommended by the FDA, DEA, and EPA. 

Learn more! See our data sources & FAQs at http://bit.ly/SecureMedTakeBack   


