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ORDER - 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SUPERIOR COURT OF WASHINGTON  
FOR THE COUNTY OF KING 

 
 

KING COUNTY, 
 

Petitioner, 

         v.   

WASHINGTON STATE NURSES 
ASSOCIATION and DAVID P. 
BEAUVAIS,  
 
                        Respondents. 

 
 

  Case No. 25-2-27387-3 SEA 
 
ORDER GRANTING WASHINGTON 
STATE NURSES ASSOCIATION’S 
MOTION TO ENFORCE AND 
CONFIRM ARBITRATION AWARD 

  

The Court grants Respondent Washington State Nurses Association’s (“WSNA”) 

Motion to Enforce and Confirm Arbitration Award, dkt. 35, as further set forth below. 

I. BACKGROUND 

On September 25, 2025, Petitioner King County (“the County”) petitioned for a writ 

of certiorari (the “Petition”) concerning an arbitration decision issued in proceedings 

between the County and Respondent WSNA.  Dkt. 1 at 1. 

The County later filed its “Brief in Support of Request to Vacate Arbitrator’s 

Award,” asking the Court to “issue a writ of certiorari to vacate the May 30, 2025, 

arbitration decision.”  Dkt. 18 at 1. 

The Court dismissed the Petition, ruling that the County had not satisfied either the 

statutory or constitutional criteria to secure a writ, dkt. 34 at 3-4, concluding “that Arbitrator 

Beauvais did not exceed their authority” and “the award was not illegal,” id. at 6. 

Now, WSNA moves to enforce and confirm the arbitration award. Dkt. 35. 
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ORDER - 2 

II. DISCUSSION 

The Court has authority to enforce and confirm the arbitrator’s award.  Though the 

County argues in opposition that, “[i]n the instant case no motion to vacate the award was 

ever filed,” dkt. 38 at 5, that is the very relief the County sought in the Petition when it 

filed its “Brief in Support of Request to Vacate Arbitrator’s Award,” asking the Court to 

“issue a writ of certiorari to vacate the May 30, 2025, arbitration decision,”  dkt. 18 at 1.  

Though WSNA did not file a separate action in superior court to confirm and enforce the 

arbitrator’s award, “[c]ertainly, the superior court has jurisdiction to enforce an arbitration 

award,” International Longshore & Warehouse Union, Local 23 v. Port of Tacoma, 154 

Wn. App. 373, 384, 225 P.3d 373 (2010) (citation omitted), and, similar to proceedings 

under RCW chapter 7.04 (which does not apply here, but which is nonetheless helpful), 

“[a] confirmation action is no more than a motion for an order to render judgment on the 

award previously made by the arbitrators pursuant to contract,” and “[i]f the court does not 

modify, vacate, or correct the award, the court exercises a mere ministerial duty to reduce 

the award to judgment,” Price v. Farmers Ins. Co. of Wash., 133 Wn.2d 490, 497, 946 P.2d 

388 (1997) (citation omitted).  The County filed the Petition asking the Court to “vacate” 

the arbitrator’s award and, however alternatively styled, the Court denied the County’s 

requested relief and it follows that the Court can and does grant WSNA’s motion to confirm 

and enforce. 

The County shall comply with the arbitration award. 

IT IS SO ORDERED. 

 DATED July 15, 2026. 

 

 _____________________________ 

               David S. Keenan 

                                                                                                Chief Civil Judge 
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