
Jan. 8, 2020 VIA USPS FIRST CLASS MAIL AND EMAIL

John Gallagher
President and CEO
Astria Health
900 W. Chestnut Ave.
Yakima, WA 98902

Dear Mr. Gallagher,

I write with uter shock and disappointment in your decision to ask the Bankruptcy Court’s permission to close 
Astria Regional Medical Center (Yakima Regional) in just one week, with no advanced notce to the one hundred 
plus nurses who have for years served the hospital with the utmost professionalism and dedicaton. Your 
decision smacks of unfairness and disrespect at every level. 

Your choice to make such a momentous decision—one that will deeply impact not just the nurses but also the 
entre community served by Yakima Regional under the cloak of secrecy undermines every noton of due process
and fair play. You deprived our nurses of the ability to inform the Court of the broader impacts of your decision. 

By choosing to shut down Yakima Regional on only a week’s notce, you have severely hampered nurses’ and 
other employees’ ability to cope with such a momentous derailment of their careers. WSNA is actvely 
examining and will pursue all remedies available under its contract and federal and state law for Astria’s actons.

Meanwhile, WSNA insists on bargaining over the numerous devastatng efects of your decision. Please let me 
know at least three dates within the next two weeks on which Yakima Regional management is available to 
bargain. We expect far more good faith and transparency in those discussions than you showed in the 
devastatng events that have necessitated this bargaining. 

Very truly yours,

Sally Watkins, PhD, RN
Executve Director
Washington State Nurses Associaton
206-575-7979 
swatkins@wsna.org 

C: Les  Abercrombie
Jayson Dick, WSNA Nurse Representatve
Lynnete Vehrs, WSNA President
Darin M. Dalmat, Counsel for WSNA
Peter DeChiara, Counsel for WSNA
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